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imufiTY CHURCH.

n* Era *r the Nativity.Necessity of Belay
Humble.Herbion by the Rev. l)r. Ogiiby.
There was, as usual, a large attendance at the ser-

Moee held yesterday In this spacious and Imposing
temple, the interior ol which was very beautifully
Festooned with holly, evergreens and palms In honor
af the anniversary of the nativity. At half-past ten
..clock the religions exorcises were commenced
.ad were marked throughout by great solemnity
and devotion. The Rev. Dr. Ogllby, Rev. Mr. Fer¬
guson and Rev. Mr. Kimber were the officiating
Clergymen. Tae rendering of the psalms and re-

Vponsos was harmonious and very effective. The
llev. Dr. Ogilby preached the sermon, the
text being irom the Gospel according to St
John, L, is, 27."And this Is the record of
lOhn when the Jews sent priests and Lcvites from
lerusaleui to ask Him, Who art thou? And He con¬
fessed and denied not; but confessed, I am not the
Christ." The reverend gentleman went on to say
that great as was the trust committed to that won-
flerful man equally great were qualities with which
Be was endowed for Its accomplishment. Never had
. mortal man more fully

AN8WEKED THE END OP QI3 REINS.
And so remarkable was the impression made by
ilia life and teachings that the l'harascea sent a
tormal deputation of priests and Levltes to lnqnlro
pf Him, "Who art thour" in His answer He took
Bo glory to himself, but gave It to Hun uuto
Whom aume it was due. He confessed, "I am'
Hot the .Christ." They asked Htm, "What then?
Art thou Ellas *" the prophet whom they
expected lrom heaven, and He answered
that "He was not," Mauklnd must be
struck by this humble-minded man. Tiioy then
baaed him "Who art tnouf that we may give an
answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of
thyself»" He said, "1 am ibe voice ol one crying in
the wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord,.a said the prophet Bsalas." That was the gospelOf the day and the testimony of the great fore-

enor of Christ prepared mankind for the doe eelo-
tion ol His comma. Unless men felt that God

was their Kedeomer they could not enter Into
TUB JOY OF CHRISTMAS BAT.

The reverend gentleman commented npon the fact
that lor over eighteen hundred years the holyfestival had been observed, yet many failed to recog¬nize the occtulon w ith the proper sp.riL WhenJohn was further Interrogated bv those whom thePharisees had sent to Inquire or him, be
answered them, saying, "1 baptise with
Water, but there staudeth one among yonwhom ye kaow not." Man should know him In His
mercy as he would navo to know Him on the last
Nay. Forbid It thai the merciful Saviour, to whom
we owe ail and every thought and happiness in this
gorid ana la that to come, should stand In our

UK&BCOON1ZKD AND UNKNOWN.
He humbled Himself that Be might raise us to
Bis own glory, and He would Btand among them
RUie holy temple which had been adorned lor His

Icome. Man might know Him as a Saviour, but
he must know Him as a Judge. The reverend gen¬
tlemen concluded a very eloquent sermon by im>
messing on the congregation too necessity of hu¬
mility and or honoring the great festival In the
.roper spirit. The services at Trinity will be veryImpressive, while tne chorus la to be largely alig¬ned.

IT. PAUL'S METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

Christ'* Birth as Foreshadowed hi Proiheef.
The fislt ol the Wise Men to the Manger-
Cradle of the Cord.Discourse by the Rer.
Dr. Foes.
The Christmas services at th e above church yes-

loruay were of th* most Impressive yet simple
order. The musical offerings were especially worthy
ol mention. The service was preceded by the hima
oommeuclng:.

S' lRhur and ben of the ion. of morning,Dawn on our darknew and lend at thtns aid)Star ot the Eail, the horizon adornlnc,
Guide where the lulaul Redeemer it laid.

The pastor, Bcv. Dr. Poss, took for his text Mat-
Mew 11., in which the birth or the Redeemer of the
world is described by St. Matthew. Christmas, he
takl, would always be a festival in the Church.the
brightest time tu all the calendar.and it was fit.
Hag that on another return of the festive season we
Should recall the events that occurred In Bethlehem
»r Judca. To-iuorrow millions of people will couple
tbe name of the Saviour with the happy day, and
the whole world will testify to

OOh'8 UKF.ATK T QtFT TO MAN.
We regard, year alter year, with increasing Interest,
all the circumstances of Christ's birth that made
the heaveuly hosts sing that antlirm "Glory to God
m the highest , on earth peace and good will to
men." Jesus did not come to save the Jews alone,although He Is spoken of by the wise meu ns theMinx ot the Jews. Uc was the fnluimcnt of
prophecy, and the New Testament that describes
fUs advent Into tue world is the flower that springs
from tue Old 'testament. Jesus camo to redeem the
nations.Genincs, Jews. < brlstiaus and heathens,
lhc minister at some length doscussed the pointwho these wise men of the Bast who came In scatch
of tue child were, and quoted largely Irrm Persian
hud other his'ory and iroin the prophecler to

K»ve that thoy were magicians from Persia,
u wno were deeply learned In the

btgns of the times. In the mysteries
of the planetary system, and that they were noted
as Hie most learned o! their cl iss, the highest order
ol lore, and or a priestly order. '1 he religion of Per-
«wls less impure tlmu the others of that era.

ey worshipped one GoJ. but no Image*. They be¬
lieved in one God, the Cieaun oi nil tilings, and lire,
water and ail the elements; vet they did uot wor¬
ship the elements as God, nut merely because they
were Hie
VkARKbT llLFRKSINTAT! VRS OP OOD'3 DIVINB

ATTIUBt r*S.
The Ore was symbolical ol the burning bush, and
It seemed to (he pa-tor that the systems ot ore
worship of all countries were taken from Moses.
They look it as the boat interpretation of tlio Deny,
and thus ihey worshipped tne unseen God. There
was at the ume In the East au outlook for a
time wtien lost man would be restored, a looking
lor the coming of one who was to bo a propitia¬
tion for tnau. Ihc writings of tnauy UsaHn-n
authors show this, and especially those of Tcrsia,
which predicted thai a Saviour called Sociosa
.Lull by bom. Tliey graphic ally Bpeak ot liuu as
one who shall be surrouuded by a mightier bright¬
ness than ever man saw; mat Ills mission is to
saoke hie ever one of huppiueps and existing lor
ever ami ever. The coupling of all these individual
hopes of the heathen is a great thing in support of
the piopheoics. luo beaUieus were looking for
Mini

TO Bill NO l.!KF. OVT OF DKATH.
It may have been a revelation from Uod that In¬

duced the wise men to leave the cart iu search of
the ml*nt Christ, guided by the star. God mayhave said, "Jo Judea now

TOl'K MOCIOSS HAS COUP.."
Others think it was tne iuiusioii ot the divine spirit-
la lit- heart* ol the wise men itiai led them to Jeru¬
salem u> Inquire, "Whore is Ue that was born King
el the Jews?" Well they knew Una tue spiritual
Baviour they louged lor was to come irom Juuea.
It was a revelation Hint only God gad Uiu power to
Impart to meu. ttalaaui say*, lu Numbers xiv., 17:.

. ..there shall come a » ur out of Jude*. and a sooptr*
ah si use out of 1st cel." lu no other part of the
Holy Hcrtpture* ts the star propuecied. Here we
Lave a prophecy given by iinuain thai answers for

TJLB SIAH THAI GLIbKO TUK WIS* MKN
.f the Host. The upluion of the minister was that
Damn, iht gHxuesi of the proniicis, who had so
loug lived at the sublime couilol Cyrus, the Persian,
Lao instructed magician* ol the court in the proidie-
cmm and had foretold tne coaiinr ol the Navionr.
.Thcai- prophecies of Dadlel may have beou retained
by the magicians or nur-gozeis, who handed It
down lu iiicir variiug hj stents of belief- He referred
to ins'orual iin'i* to su.mni this theory. 'I ho
Mm. tot oiaied Hist when Jomi* came ihe new star
auoacii of by HabiAm inu.-t have cotne, In order to
go b-con: an- wi o men and stand over Ihe place
vriicis lite foinig child was. Ou I mat asserts a
mil .u le. In not

an* imihi'ki. iui-1. op mihaci.tal
If a mkacie stumbles you vou would do well to

.top at tha eomaeneemcnt of the Cowls, for
miracles are fee snperatraoiuta of the whole Goap«i.
??Ar.1veiff0M m8de wil8* chrUl WM bom shows
thai Ho did not come to save tue Jews only, bat all
nauona. The Scriptures tell na that Goa is 110 re-
wooter of person*. I think God may says some of
tn* heathen race. I have Rood hopes
...

TO SRI SOCRATH IN BSATIN,
**"1 hnxlous to worship

tho Socloas l believe they will be round In heaven.

. JJi L..ved accord,n« W their best Inlonnatiou the
not east them oft In the ancien' time it

I'hout blemish that was brouRht to

JS?.Sfcu<rh*er* T6®T brought not ouly goM, out
frankincense and myrrh. We have good hope of
the time when there ahull bo no lack for His trea¬
sure, ami when men snail bring all tney have and
say, "Beloved Lord. It is all tnlne." we have more
than the heathen. Ws have beard the teachings of
Jesus Christ and the record or His truth, His risen
power and relgu and His intercession, yet inauy of
us have never found our way to the

MANOER-CIUDLK OF THB DIVINE CHILD
nor taken up His cross. Lead us by the shining
light ot this star of Bethlehem, with our nrecloua
gUts to Him who shail transform us into His ponect
image, and enable us so to begin a new life tuat on
the reiurnlng Christmas ws may be more holy.
Don't lorget, parents, who delight to receive girts
from your cluldreu, mat

not) WANTS A CHRISTMAS GIFT,
and let all rrmcratwr that lie says, "My son, give
Me my heart.» You will account such giving your
richest receiving.

DR. HILL'S CHTRCH.

Requisites for Entering the Kingdom of
Heaven.Sermon by Rev. Dr. Hall.

The large and capacious church corner of Fifth
aveuue and Nineteenth street was yesterday morn¬
ing niled almost to repletion by a fashionable and
Intelligent congregation. The pastor, Rev. Dr. Hall,
after the nsual routine of singing, prayer and read¬
ing the Bible had been conoluded, commenced his
sermon, his subject being, .. We cannot enter the
kingdom of heaven unless we have been cleansed
by the blood of Christ," as based upon Revelations,
vil., s, saying, "Hurt not the earth, neither the sea,
nor the treos,tlll we have sealed the servants of our
Goa in their foreheads." The lowest wretch, the
basest criminal, the man most

SrRBPKD IN INIQUITY,
If he repent and be washed tn the blood of Christ,
can enter the kingdom of heaven. God will not
drive them away. Like the returning prodigal, he
is received with outstretched arms and pressed to
the bosom of his Father and his God. Ood does not
do this passively; He does It delightedly.with the
truest joy, with.Bupreme satisfaction. The faithful
are repaid by increased faith.newer, grander ideas
of their Saviour; tho wicked by becoming more
wicked, more hardened, more sensual, more
brutal and more miserable. Their Joys keep
lessoning and lessening, tnelr doubts and
I®"* forever being increased and new ones born.
But ye. tbere are those wno, alter a life of crime
have recalled with sadness their early lessons lost
iioaonn taught perchance by a mother now In
lleaven, a mother who took pride In her son, who
one day woaid be a great and good man; chance

*2it0 ban company, and his childish re
solves melted away, only to be recalled now and
then wlin patu and sorrow. The

ANGBLS IN BRAVBN
have nothing to do Dut praise God. Earthly cares

Ojwblch they cannot rid themselves do not inter?
i !. 1 sPrca<1 of religion many sealed

TnJLHST? i°? I?tlle cause of Chrl81 wlttl '"etr blood.
The early Christian martyrs metdeath witnout tremor
or fear. It was not this sacrifice of their lives that

fbeni. it was because they wasned their robes
In the blood of Christ, They believed In God. Ihey
believed In His Sou Jesus Christ as the great atone¬
ment. If we would be saved it must be through the
agency of this same abiding faith. Our garments
are stalnea all over with iniquity, with the inthul-
.S!.k cbi'al8b transgression, with the iniquities of
youth, with tne iniquities of mature manhood. The

2m0UaS.rcU"u"
HKAVBN'8 HIGH WALL.

force yourself into heaven.yon could have no oom-
P*?'0®8' ao fellowship, no svmoathj. Hie Inmates
of heaven serve Hun day and night in that great
eternal temple of worship, prime and Vdorffi

are perfect in their natures, mingling with
P^_wo^5blp o° carta the Imperative cares of the
body. These cares necessarily occupy sere a good
share or our time. In heaven it is different, i&ero

,*>. devote# to His worship. Human
25*5?*. woatd f«m look into heaven and
behold Its transcendent grandeur and elorv

&V£.sl^n,h?P,Py ,umS®» SWS ren^d
HJp throne and doing perpetual homage to their
S2S:, *. *no,r this, toat the life there is one of un-
g^ggbsPP1?*.> We know that all the ills to
which flesh is heir are barred from its sacred nor-

J**8-. know that there will be no hanger there.
?° no .*row, no tears. Life there

will be onh ot positive supreme enjoymeat, the
. ,

GRKAT BUBPHBRD
la at the head of His Aook. He leans them to foun¬
tains of living water. After lurther description of
the glories or heaven and the lives of tha
gums in the blessed mansions there mL for
them, he showed the course or life tobe pureS^dhero

rt? ^^l0a tn.er* orJ° ** 8X0iut,ed forever
feom its glorious realms. Straight and narrow is

.1l8Bd8 tkere. The true Christian keeps
itpatpath only, and at length reaches heaven's

ykte. There Is no turning to the right or left. Therefcnst be one abiding isitn is God, an abiding ob¬
servance of His precepts, one abiding trust in
Christ as our saviour and Redeemer. By keeping
hway from Christ wa keep ourselves out ot this
pathway leading to heaven s gates. There are many
schemes or aalratlon, but thiswm tha only true one.
Lyman Beecher only taonght hlmaeir better wnen ha
could pray without weeping. Ranging the Bible
the truth came upon him, noun OMctre^ iUsh
but "jowly and steadily. There are many among us
who think themsel res clean. We must not delude
ourselves. We must know that every stain of gnat
pan only be washed away by tha blood ol Christ.
In conclusion he enforced that all ahonld
Btrtve here so to live and act that they will be the
better prepared to eater upon the raptures of tne
one to come. He nrged that there is a place In
lleaven for every one, from the greatest to tlie
humblest. There was a duty for all here, and If that
duty was performed thoy would be saved. He
ahoweJ how a poor negro boy wse tha means of
bringing many of nis own to the light af the Gospel.
There was as proud a niche for this negro m heaven
as for the most sealons minister. At the deathbed
or the Christian the Gospel abines forth in its
brightest hues. Who tu witnessed the despair of
the expiring atheist and not confessed its power ?
Even as death closes around ua lis strength oomlorta
us. Blessed be God, who seals us as His own.
Singing by the congregation.there la no cnolr in

this church.prayer and benediction aloaed the
exercises.

CHRIST CHURCH.

The Second Coming of Christ.Strmou by the
Bev. Dr. II. M. Thompson, mf Chicago.

Christ church, corner of Thirty-fifth street and
Fifth avenue, was crowded yesterday at the half*
past ten o'clock services with an exceedingly fash¬
ionable congregation. Indeed, fine weather always
has the effect of Oiling the pews in the various
churchei on the avenue, and the display of elegant
toilets that was made by the ladles In this cosoy
church as a consequence yesterday was truly en¬
chanting.
The musical part of the services was, as usual,

excellent, the Chanting by the choir boys being es¬
pecially worthy of mention.
The sermon was preached by the Hev. D. H. M.

Thompson, of Chicago. The sermon was a very
short one, but tho Doctor mado a mora Instructive
discourse or It than many other clergymen do In
three-column sermons, that weary the congrega¬
tion and eauy but few, if any, of their listeners.
The reverend gentleman, alter alluding In au elo¬
quent manner to the cry of humanity for the first
comiug of the Saviour, spoke of the secoud
advent of Christ, wtucn was suggested to every
mlud by the recurrence of the festival of Christmas.
Kvery labor, every good work none, evory effort
made witu a good intention, lie said, hastened on
that day for whlcli the Christian world looked for¬
ward to with such desire. We often, in the midst of
our dlsapunlntiuenis, when often tolling and strug¬
gling aaatuHt sufferings and obstacle* untold lu ex-
lent, felt like

HIVING OP THR Kt'lBT
and laying down on ihe wayside to die, ntlfcrly re-
guid es* ol tUe fate In store lor us. Men wiio had
labored hard aud kept alive in their hearis the hope
of tue good time coining, and yet day after day saw
the hope deferred apparently lo a more
aud more remote time, nau inueed to be,
courageous not to give way to the un¬
equal fight. Tho Christian, however, who had
faun and who loosed forward to the coming of
curmt, had a hope and a consolation that were
certain to be realised. In tue ceuiuries that pre¬
ceded the first coming of Christ iho voice of
humanity went up lu earnest supplication that He
ought come to deliver (hem from boudage. and now
the voice of humanity weut up calling for the
eei onu comiug, u.ixlously calling for that day which
la bod's day, aud when all

SIlUhJUJ.fNtt AND WUfTJCRINO WOULD
be at nn cud lor weary ones who had fought the
good figbi of Ule well and courageously. It de¬
pended upon christians wiieu that day or days
would come to pass. They It was wno
had to prepare the way for their
King, and woe to them who would be
louud asleep at tholr posts: woe to them
who v/ouhi lie found asleep while they mould lie
making ready lor Unn thai would come un¬
announced. Beepers lu ftodom aud Babylon Were
indeed to be deplored; but what of those wno
would be then asleep in Zlon ? I'cople often won¬
dered why it w as that men had to exert thouiseives
in certain works lor

THR OLOHY 0* OOP;
that Cod, in fact, askel tucm to aid film. It was
not a thing ne ooald explain; wit such wus Iho fact,
that (io<I asked uieu to assist Him, n* It were; asked
them to help Him In the work of making
tlio world pure and good and righteous.
Wo stood at the gates ol this awful
mystery all our lives. As be hsd
already said, every work of good ui»u lo make
civilization higher aud purer toudej to haetoq tua

great day of the coming or Christ, when they vooM
Soma face to face witu the eternal light, in tbe pre¬
sence of Him whoui every heart had so long longed
for. when all evils would he at an end. It was in
the hands as well as on the lips of every Christian
to bring on this great day; and what a thought It
was that by their actions they were keeping It back!
And bo did not attempt to prophecy, but waa It not
possible that it might come in live years, if the
citrisuan world so acted as to everything bslng made
ready for

THR HBCBFTION OP THEIR EINO t
The reverend gentleman then closed with an ear¬

nest exhortation to the congregation to so live that
the great day might not be put back, and that wben
it would come their lot would ue one of eternal
happiness.

CHURCH OF THE HOLT TRISIIT.

Sermon by ike Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr..
The Marvellous eigne Which Heralded the
Advent sf Christ.Ilia Poverty mod Neglect
of Wordly Riches n Lesson to Ilumanliy.
Caste and Covetonsneu Never &e Contemp¬
tible ae en Christmas Day.
At the beautiful Chnrcb of tbe Holy Trinity, corner

Madison avenue and Forty-second street, the Rev.
Stephen H. Tyng, dr., rlvetted the attention of his
nnuierona hearers by his able, exhaustive and elo¬
quent Christmas sermon. Taking his text from St.
Lake, It, 13."This shall be a sign nnto you".the
reverend gentleman discoursed as follows:.

It has pleased God, In the revelation or His own
thoughts, to employ different sorts of signs. Re
tells, in the tones of the thunder, in the roaring of
the ocean's wave, in the fell or the oataraot, in the
carol of toe song bird, In the ohlrp of tbe cricket,
in the pattering ol the raindrop, la all the
multitudes or the sooads with which men's
ears are daily filled, about His secret character and
purpose. There is nothing of beauty or sublimity in
all this wide world that is not n representation of
some eternal tnought. As In the study of created
things by steps ws do ascend to Gud, so, too, In the
ancoesalon of events are daguerreotyped God's de¬
crees. To tbese are to be added the simpler commu¬
nication of His Word, wluoh continues to the read¬
ing eye that which was once in palpable expression
addressed to the sight and ear.

IT KNSURLNKS A CHRIST
who was manifest in the flesh, justified In the Spirit,
Been of angels, preached nnto the Gentiles, believed
on In the world, received op into glory, of whom
St. John says:."We have heard, we have seen with
our eves, we have looked upon and our bauds have
bandied the Word or Life." Dy these Incontroverti¬
ble proofs did God aforetime vindicate tbe incarna¬
tion ol ills Son; and lie has recorded them in HIb
Bible as real, and present and powerful to us, whenilluminated by the Holy Ghost, as ever they were to
the Twelve. Now, then, just as from toe words and
works of man his inferior thoughts arc to be gath¬
ered, should we all study these signs or God. Tne
Holy Ghost is given to be our heavenly Interpreter.
He will lead as unto truth: and It becomes us
Ignorant and sinful men wnen we approach the
tntngs of God to seek the offices of tne Dlvmely-
appoiuted Guide. Most of ail should this be our
auuudo when we contemplate so vast u mystery us
that oi the incarnation.

THK INCARNATION OP CHRIST
was marked by certain signs tn nature. They be¬
gan as well as clo ed H'h earthly career, and they
are to announce His glorious second coming. The
supernatural Is everywhere in medttonal conde¬
scension of Christ, as, indeed, it must have been
if He were really tne essential God. And Its mani¬
festations depend not npon tue word of those who
followed Him alone, or eveu chiefly. Herod, the
King; the wise magi from the East, the shepherds
in their watch.all these in a very indubitable way
give evidence in favor of the natural phenomena
which ushered His Bethlehem birth. But now we
enter the humble blrtupiaoe of the God-Man,
and the signs of nature are round to be coreiated
with the signs of grace. These marvellous piesages
herald

A CARKEMTHR'8 CHILD,
and yet the son of a virgin. What of humility was
there not oontained in these two expressions! Both
poverty and disgrace were His heritage on earth.
The Jews cast out His claims with contempt: for He
was either the child ot sin or He had no reoogmzed
father. Now, the condescension ot Christ neccoaa
my pre-supposes His pre-exlstenoe.some heightfrom which He descended, as the only true, the
covenant making and keeping God, veiled in the
infant form, so the Christ appears. Ue leaves tbe
throne for the mancer. He takes upon Himself the
form of a servant. So we are to contemplate our
Saviour to-day. His incarnation begins in tbe
same weak way as our humanity. He is a Otuld-
Savlour to the children as well as a .Man-Saviour to
men. While we bend over the m.7ntrer let sweet
thoughts All our minds, and let a shored purpose
prevail in our nearts to nave that same mlna which
was In Christ, "Who, being in tbe form of God,
thought It no robbery to be equal with God, but
made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Himthe totm of a servant.'' Ob, now contemptible to
the Christian should seem the vaunted pnde and

oasts or LIPH
on this Christmas Pail If ever there la a time to re¬
call our hearts from tbe false distinctions of lilts
World It is this very boor. IT Christ so loved us we
ought also to love one another. Ob, how Christ's
humanity stamps with divine reprobation that cov-
etousness which Is tbe curse or the Christians and
the Church or to-day l Win you value a roan by Ma
money and yet hope to be saved by the lile of a poor
manr Will you defraud Christ ol heart and thought
and tune, squandered In tne pnrsnit ol sordid things
whicn He has cursed by neglect t A proper devo¬
tion to the accumulation of the world's goods is not
to be depreciated, but while we rejoice In the fulness
of our Saviour's condescension as the warrantor
our heavenly hope let us learn from Him that true
liberality which has its root in love and Is watered
by self-denial.

ST. STEPHEN'S EOSAI CATHOLIC CHURCH.

Scran by the R«r. Father Griflle.The
Hare Dene bjr Busy Toncaee~The Belt ef
Baeh Judgment.How There Might Be a
Host ef Salate la Heaven.Sensible Words
Abeet the Fashions.
At St. Stephen's church yesterday morning high

mass traa celebrated by the Rev. Father McCready..
After the first gospel the Rev. Father Grlffln as¬
cended the pulpit and preached from I. Corinthians,
lv., 1-5. St. Paul invited the Judgment of those
among whom he labored and who saw his everyday
life. He could thus Invite the Jadgment of his fel¬
low men because God had specially enriched him
with great graoes, and he had so used
those graces that he did the work that
God Bent nlm to do as perfeotly as man
could, lie was not conscious to btm-
solf of aoy fault or falling, but he did not
consider himself therefore Justified because of his
own consciousness. The way, thougn, In which ho
wished them to judge htm was as the miulster of
Christ, and as the dispenser of the mysteries of God.
In all that he had been faithful, fie devoted his whole
mind and strength and all his time to tlio dispensing
of Mte mysteries of Goa, so much so that he boldly
challenged the most captious or querulous

to find fault with him. God has appointed succes¬
sors to st. Paul, who still minister at tbo attar of
Christ and are dispensers of tbo mysnorios or God.
This is the nighest and the greatest and the holiest
office which men can hold. We are raised to
this dignity through no merit or our own. We
are painfully conscious that we are men,
witn the faults and fallings of mon, only with
greater grace to keep us from sin. but we caanot,
Uko St. Paul, challenge the Judgment of men upon
us. He was punned by special action or God. While
wo remain laitiKul ministers of the altar, discharg¬
ing the duties that devolve upon us, careiully <lis*
penning tne mysteries or God. we arc to be held as
lulihiui. as to the rest, "ilo who Is to Judge is the
Lord." but no matter bow fallhtnl we may be, no
uialter how assiduously we perform our duties, peo¬
ple will Judge us; If not as priests, most certainly as
men. There Is an instinct In all people to criticise
'others. Nothing esoipes their criticism. Fault is
found, motives are aitnouted, designs utacoverod,lu the most innocent people. Tlioje, however, who
are most keen-sighted In detecting tne faults of
their neighbors and Judging their conu ict arc, gen¬
erally, the most sensitive themselves about these
very judgments on tin ir oWn conduct. Tticne peo-

{>le think much ot the wori l, and in every way fol-
ow the example of those whose lives are such as to
show thai they lieod not God. Suspicions are aiwuj a
bad; but when they take tne form of a judgment
upon the acts of outers they are not only sinful in
thomselves, out take a wider extent in ihe narra
they do. it would be difficult to mta-ure the
amount of injury done to innocent persons by

THE CHANCE WORD IlKOITKIl IS JUDGjIENT
of one's ueiglioor. The thought seems never to
strike these people that they are as much open to
criuct. m tnemseives its those are whom iliey Judge.And they tear the opuiious of others; they walk in
co.iaiaul dread of the world.' Only too often, loo,
yon will find that many peopie addicted to tnts vice
of judging others continue to practise It under the
gloom o( ilut dread they entertain tint those whom
they speak aoout would say worse of them, it is
plain that tho-< woo err In Una way onnot be
friends of God. They show r>y their luibita that
tbev lack confidence In the goodness ot Htm who
sues Into the depths of all hearts, and who alone
should judge. Thcjr prove bv their very
doubting 01 others that tnuy themselves
are not pure of heart and simple m mind
and purpose. To ascribe motives for the conduct of
otuers presumes upon the possession ot a Knowledge
which alone oolongs to God, and is a leisenlng of
that irustfuluoes watch men should nave in tim
honor and right leeling of each otuer. especially
Is nils Judging of oil,ci s iiur,fill to lite soul, inas¬
much as it w- ans awav th heart from its own bust-
niAs in mo.coinintiuiou wutt (MM that salvation
may be -<. cured, it beget* frivolities in thought nnd
maimer, and induces constant obedience to the
decrees of meu iiuho.i I ot tlio comiiiaudmeuts of
Ooi. It mkes away sll strength of mind, and beueie
hii uluir bliUdn -hs of judgment.so much so thai
those habituated to Jt johow the unfit lldiculoug

fashions or dress and manner wltbout question.
These fashions may bo grotesque tod unsightly,
oven sometimes to Urn fengtb of destroying t«o
body. If Ood had shaped these people as tney now
Ohape themselves, they would
KBKK ASYLUMS WHBRBIN TO BID! TIIBMBKLVBS

from the gaae of the world. By the decrees of
fhshlon ungaluhnese of form la pronounoed a grace
aud palsied hands a blessing. If one-half the pains,
the moruflcatlon of body, the anxiety of mind, the
time and the monev that are bestowed IB obedience
to the Judgment or the fashionable world were spent
in preparing for Heaven and in relieving the neces¬
sities of others, the nineteenth century would pro¬
duce the most glorious aainta m Heaven. Were
they as obedient slaves to the judgments of God as
the? are to the opinions of those about them their
example would couvert the world. Let us, then,
loolt to ourselves, and be as anxious In the Hading
out of our laults and the correcting of our bad
hsblts as we have been 111 doing the same for others.
Then ihcre will be bo time left us to Judge our
neighbors.

LYRIC HALL.

Christ, as Compared with Socrates, Confu¬
cius, Buddha and Other Clods and Maxes, la
Not >Iore Perfect.
Among the radical Unitarians the day which pre¬

cedes tho nativity of the Lord was celebrated by a

goodly coucourse of worshippers at Lyric Hall, In
Sixth avenue, to listen to the brilliant outpourings
of the Rev. O. B. Frotblngham. His text was taxen
from Acts xiv., 17."Nevertheless he left himself
not without witness." In relation to the day betore
the birth of Jesus Christ the preacher said It la our
privilege to know that the races of India held a belief
In God with a fulness and richness that the
Christian world does not surpass for In¬
tensity. Old Abraham, according to tradi¬
tion, brought It from the far-off northern
region. Hoses did not reveal It. The patriarchs
were not Its discoverers. The great Name was
spoken and murmured in aooenia or with by crowda
of kneeling worshippers who had heard It for ages
before Father Abraham saw the stars. The belief
m uod was one Of tne gifts the wise men laid at the
feet of the little oluld Christ. Tho belief In the
spirituality of <od was another gilt. Jhe majestic
form of Budaha has stood la India for unknown
centuries, anu at his teet kneel adoringly one hun¬
dred and seventy millions of people. The lite or
Buddha, a Christian writer says, was spotless,
and bis heroism matched his convictions.
Be was the model of all the virtues be proclaimed.
Turn to China, said Mr. Frothlnghain, and there is
c' jufuclus, called by his followers the "Perfect Man."
He taught negatively what Christ expressed affirma¬
tively.namely, to "act unto others what you would
have others do unto you."
Mr. Frotmnghaia concluded by drawing a com¬

parison between the teachings of Socrates,
Zoroaster and many other Just and rare men or
antiquity with those of Jesus Christ, aud claimed
th.it Christianity had not added anything to the
teachings of the sages of the old classic and ante-
classic world.

BROOKLYN CHURCH iS.

PLYMOUTH CHURCH.

Cod with l)«-A Better Era Dawning.Ser¬
mon by Kew Henry Ward Beeeher.

Mr. Beecber preached bis Christmas sermon
yesterday irom Matthew, l. 23."And they shall call
Els name Emmanuel, which being Interpreted is,
God with us." He showed that the Christ principle
Is the only thing of value in individuals or nations,
and that this principle, implanted as a germ by our
Saviour, la steadily growing, though aopearanees
may often lead us to believe the oontrary. The ten¬
dency, as shown by the undercurrent of affairs, la
upward; art and literature embody more and more
the spirit of humanity. Society and government
are being permeated with the Christ spirit, and
there is reason to nope that the era of peace and
good will is coming nearer and nearer.
The mystery of the incarnation, said Mr. Beecuer,
will never be solved.at least, in this world. The
elements composing it lie beyond the reaoh of hu¬
man Intellect. We do not understand pure spiritual
existence. It is evident that in the time of our Sa¬
viour there was no difficulty about this, because
men accepted the fact without philosophy, in our
childhood we believed Jesus Christ was manifest In
the flesn, and in oar youthful days our thoughts
gamered around that sacred centre, and recurring
anniversaries bring Joy and congratulations. It Is
onlv when we begin to read the articles of faith
that have been propounded we have trouble We
have been told that Christ bad two souls.one a
man's and one divine, each complete in itself, and
we ponder how that should be. We turn to the
Word of God, and there we find no explanation.
Emmanuel.aa Goa with us and among us! Tnat
was a domesUo revelation. The Interposition of
one's self for another that deserved the stroke.
this was a sacrtflco Indeed. There were here and
there among the dews men who understood this
divine mind made lnoarnate; but the great body or
the Jews never attained onto It It is in Christ that
we have aa sailrely dlffiwrest way Of apprehending

and dweltthe divine nature. After Christ came
among men, and suffered for them, He became the
object of the most intense love, not among the
higher classes, bat among the poor; for lie lived
among the poor and was tne friend of tbe slave,
the prisoner and the oppressed. All that
the world went hard with, those that
were low ta every sense, clung wnh a peculiar love
to Christ, such as we do not And shown towards
God. Let us believe that nearly two thousand
Tears ago one who, being equal with God, made
Himself a ransom for sinners; that for thsm He suf¬
fered, tnat for them He lived, that la himself He
revealed the truest love; that having fulfilled His
mission He went up again and stands a prince and
Saviour at the right hand of God. God is In the
woiid as much as ever, bat there is such a thing as
the

GROWTH OP THR DrVIHR
spirit in as. We may without any stretch say that
cartst comes In every generation. Christ is steadily
growing in us; a slow growth it may be; nevertho-
less UwMHBllMMMMMlMMMMithere is a spirit or God gradually entering in
and transforming the human spinu Growth has been
from the lower and physicial towards the moral
and spiritual. As yet the htgner leeltngs or men
have not been strong enough to counteract the
lower foroes, but gradually they will go up.
Churohes will be more radiant centres, less given
to disputation, and schools will grow. Great hu¬
manity will prevail.even politics may oe unruled.
There will come a time when meu will love no
longer in their lower natures, aud when that dayshall come then tbe laws which belong to barbaric
times will disappear. The time will come when
even governments will be conducted according to
the spirit of Christ, when kiugs aud queens will be
nursing fathers aud mothers of truth. Then will
lie the secoud coming or Christ.not in form, but in
spirit. Thou there will be oae church,oue uatioaand
one lamlly. Civilization nas advanced, out tne
spirit of love, as shown by Christ, has not
advanced in proportion. Oivllaailon has lacked
the true basis. Here and there are gleams of light
one from Socrates, one from Plato. The moral
standard Is rising. The world is growing, though
men live far below their Ideals. This must bo so
for a long time to come, for (lie Ideal constantly
recedes. Art has perhaps lost in form, but it has
gained In character. For the purposes of humanity
modern art trausoeads immeasurably ancient art,
and this Is duo to the Influences ot Christianity, l
am glad that there was a day of cathedrals but I
am glad that there is uo longer any need of them.
We onild men ih&t arc like cathedrals. Tbe

CHRISTIAN SPIRIT
also pervades and modifies llteratnre. Once there
was no heait for any man except he wore a crown,
but now good will to man is the motio or much of
our literature. Dickens aud 'l hackcray, the masters
of Action were fall of humanity. If you look at the
conduct of afTRlrs among men it will at first seem
as If me spirit of God was never more distant, bat
a closer scrutiny will show that there is good being
developed even herb. The treaty Just made be¬
tween England and America Is an Illustration. To¬
day it is for ns to prar "Thy kingdom come" In all
these directions, until the name of cnrist
shall be a point of uuion and not ol re¬
pulsion. Let us pray that the work
we see going on may bo consummated. May we
have more charity; may wc uuito about Jesus and
make more of duty and less of doctrine, until men
shall come together with thslr hearts. May we
have God with 119, dwelling among us, wrought Into
our experience, until tne day shall come when
Christ shall g.ve His spirit to the mother and tho
child.to all forms of art, until art shall be a gospel;until utatos HtKi.il give their Influence to the highest
good. Look not back 1800 ye us for the incarna¬
tion, but remember that Chi is> is seeking to Incar¬
nate Himself perpetually; and let us rejoice that In
our day His sway seems 10 be extending. "Even
so, Lord Jesus, come quickly."

ROSS STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH*

Interesting Dedlentsry Services.Heruion by
tbe Rev. Dr. Dnrjrea,

The R03S street Presbyterian church, between
Bedford ami Lee avenues, was dedicated yesterday
to divine worship by appropriate and interest log
services. The structure is composed of corrugated
iron, and is the most tasteful and complete edifice
of the kind that has yet been erecied in any or oar
large cities. Its completion marks an epoch la the
history of the Ptesbyterlan denomination in tho
Eastern district, and is an additional ornament 10
tbe Nineteenth ward, which boasts of mors spacious
and elegant church buildings th in any other ward
In the Otty of Churches. Tbe attendance yesterday
throoghoat tbe day was very large. After an open¬
ing anthem by the cnoir and the usual
Introductory devotional exercises, the Rev.
l>r. Dnryea preached a thougntful and elo¬
quent sermon from 1. Corinthians, liL, 16.
"Know ye not tnat ye are the temple of Ood and
that the spirit of God dwelletn in yon?" In his ex¬
ordium the preacher altuded to the conflicting emo¬
tions which occupied the minds of that particular
congregation.the completion aid opening of U>«lf

sanctuary and the festivities of The glad season, in
wluoh Umf wore irresistibly carried bookward to the
advent of the Lord and forward to hla second
coming without sin unto salvation. Houses were
itled to-day mil or tokens o» that peace and good
win whion came to earth with the Hon or Qod when
He came the Bon of Man. In closets ana drawers
were secreted and jealously guarded thousands of
articles that would make to-morrow brighter than
to-day. Our homes to-day had less of the unlet of
God s Sabbath in tue restlessness of childhood's
emotions to know what shad be ou the morrow-
The preacher men proceeded at considerable

length to expound the significance of the word
.temple," and showed that alter Adam fed Eden
was a temple in which God was worshipped, and
that the subsequent tabernaole and gorgeous mate¬
rial temples contained the symbols or the Divine
presence manifested through tho shekinah. The
reud lng ol the veil or tue temple did not sieniiy
that the glory of the Lord had departed; for In me
appearance ol the lowly babe of Bethlehem the tab¬
ernacle of God was with men. The Eternal Son of
God bad brought the Divine presence down and en¬
shrined U in uumau form, this temple was mova¬
ble; for It would bring God to the woman at Jacob's
well, to the nobleman's son dying at Capernaum,
and to the penitent tblel who would cry, "Lord re¬
member me when Thou comest into Thy kidgdom."The thought or the text went lurtner; for it inctaded
the promise or the Hoiv Ghost and His perpetual In¬
dwelling with man. The temple was designed to
manifest Qod to man, to allow him to approachGod, and then to bring him Into permanent fellow¬
ship with God, by taking away guilt from the con¬
science, impurity from the soul, and sending the
Holy Spirit to dwell in him. Then mere would be
light In the nnaerstandmg, giving knowledge; Are In
the heart, giving aReoilon; disposition in the will,giving obedience, and a prinolple in the character,
giving permanent holiness. AnJ so the glory01 the Lord filled htm, and he oeoame a sane-
toary or the Mom lligh. The Doctor deduced rrom
bis theme some practical lessons. From the condi¬
tion ol the ground out of which man's body was
formed up to the spirit of tho everlasting
God, into which man's spirit is knit, we had
the spau and scope ol the universe. The scieuce
of all sciences was that ol the cnrtstlau religion.The next thought upon which the preacher elo¬
quently expatiated was that the glory of a man was
tnat which proceeded out irom within. Tnc gloryof tne temple was not in lis value or material deco¬
ration, but the grandeur of the Creator and tne
beauty of its holiness coos.ltuted Its worth aud ex¬
cellency. Precisely so is it with this temple of ours.
Not the adornment we can have on It, thoagh con¬
summate taste should dictate our attire; not the
equipage upon which U rolls; not tne house that
endomes It, stately and impoaing though it may be:
not the wealth which we can scoop or the broad
estates upon which we write the pleasing fiction.
"Mine," but that wa.oh is within. One flash of
high intelligence were worth more than all the glit¬
tering gold of earth; one feeling of true affection
were nobler than ail the array or elegant attire; one
mastery or power over men and things were worth
more than tho dominion that belongs to the
sceptre of kings. The glory of the post, the
orator, the musician and the songstress was the
glory that gave majesty, beauty and nobleness to
man. The text also furnished an apiteal to be
virtuous. The body and soul must be cleau to have
God in it. In closing ho addressed some appropri¬ate words to tho congregation entering their new
edifice. He counseled them to bring God from the
family altar and the closet Into his temple, where
he promised to manifest himself In a signal and
glorious manuer.
Rev. o. & Pomeroy, the falthfal and beloved

pastor of the ohuron, then gave aomo Interesting
historical statements. The society was organized m
1864 with forty mem tiers, which had smce increased
to 266. There were two Baobatb schools connected
with the church which were In a prosperous con¬
dition.
In the afternoon a Union service was bold. The

pastors or the otuer evangelical churches In the
Eastern district.Rev. Messrs. Butler, Broat, Porter
and Smith.delivered appropriate addresses. Rev.
l'nomas S. Hastings, D, D., of New York, was an¬
nounced to preach in the evening.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH.

Sermon by Rev. H. M. G illaglier on the
Ufa Hereafter and the Birth of Christ.

There was a large congregation at the
Rev. Mr. Gallagher's church, in Nassau street,
yesterday morning. The reverend gentle-
man read the third chapter of the First
Epistle of John, and after prayer and singing took
for bis text the following:."Behold what manner
or leva the Father hath bestowed upon us. that wo
should he called the sons or God; therefore the
world kaoweth us not, beeanao It knew him
not Beloved, now are we the sons
or God, and It doth not yet appear what we shall be;
but we know that when He shall appear we shall
be like Him; for we shall see Htm as He to.".John
ill., 1, 2. m reading the Scriptures, tor. Gallagher
said, we should find that no writer had in the divine
work attempted to describe what the other world or
heaven was like. They nave told ns that we should
And no sin or suffering there, but they have not told

what We Iwnld find, instead of describing the
life there they say there Is no death,
and so with every divine writer, none
attempting to give ns a description or
heaven, but leaving It to our Imagination. The
mind of man was restless and the imagination «u
Of oourse, busy picturing the Uie hereafter. It
seemed to him mat it was great thouglufulnees on
the part of the inspired writers to leave every one
to imagine Has they might, in the celebration or

o*?k edebratedthe event on the
25th of December, but we did not know that the
26th was the day on which lie came upon the earth.
Yet it made ao difference whether it was on the 26th
or any other date. Li regard to purity and liappi.
ness, ne said

.
*0 HAW ON EARTH

Knew what It Was to be perfectly pare. There was
no manJioly or nndefilea;all we hud was passing
glimpses or happiness. Paul said at one tlmctuat
ne feit as If he was lifted to the third heaven, and
so It was with ns; we merely catch a passing of
happiness, and, like Paul, leei lifted upTllehad
sometimes painted the future in his imagination.
He had sometimes sat down witn u pencil
and marked out the plan of tne
house which he imagined that he might
some day build. In this plan he had marked out
the position of ara library, the hsit, the dining room,
the reception rooms sun all. but he never expected
it would be realized; yet he bad derived a great
deal of pleasure from this little air castle. Then he
had drawn an angel, and had always made tt witn a
woman's race and put wings upon it. The expres¬
sion of the countenance he had aUaya made hea¬
venly; but there seemed, after all, to be something
wanting. Could

.

WB OAST OFF OUR SINS
as we would cast off an old suit of clothes! We
could renounce sin atauy time, bnt he did not
think any man bad an Idea of what it was to be per¬
fectly happy. He referred to his limited knowledge
when a child, and how he could, now that he was a
man see his weakness then. So he Imagined It
would be In hcaveu. *Ve would be able to look
down upon our snort abiding place in Brooklyn,
and, like looking back upon our childhood
days, sco how little we knew; now
we pnrsoea happiness as tho child pursued the but-

^na "?w wften wo 'bought wo liad it tu this
life we found it amounted to nothing. He thought
sometimes tnat he would like to look into the heart
or Jim risk and see If he could not find that all his
galus were like the golden-winged butterily canght
by the boy. After the capture the goldcu hues fadeu
ana the butterflv amounted to nothing as uffordmg
its captnrer happiness. Heaven was the only piaoe
of real happiness, and there we should shortly
orcanli

f loat' lreo f'®m the sorrows and cares

SERVICE 3 Iff WASHINGTON.
Ml. NEWMAN IT TUG METROPOLITAN

CilliKCH.

Tb® Doubts of John the Baptist Explained.
III® Orthodoxy.Christ Not the Idoal
Messiah of the Disciple.

Washington, Doc. 24,1971.
Dr. Newman's church was well filled this morning

to expectation or a Christmas sermon by the
pastor. The President and family were there, and a
good sprinkling or Congressmen and dwuttaries,
considering that tt is recess and that the slush was
ankle deep.
Dr. Newman took his text from Luke, vIL, 20.

"Art tlion He that should comer or look wo for an-
othert" The frankness or the oospol narrative Is
proof of the sincerity or tho sacred writers. Men
in collusion, united to perpetrate a fraud
upon mankind, would not record tho errors and
famu oft each other. We are bonnd to accord to
these men sincerity. Tiny were not docclvers. If
anything, they were themselves docolved. This .was
¦aid in connection with the history of John the Bap¬
tist, who, when imprisoned hy Herod, had sent
messengers to Jesns with this inquiry. It. was
remarkable as corntog from a man who, eighteen
months before, had mid to the Jewish poople, speak¬
ing of Christ, "Behold the Lamb of Ood." in expla¬
nation, Dr. Newman analyzed the character of John,
his state of mind, and oonsidercd tho origin of his
doubts, it was supposed by somo that John's
design in asking the question was to confirm his
own dlseipics In the faith that Jesns was tho true
Messiah. This supposition does credit to

John's oicrnoDoxr,
but reflects very little credit upon his morality.
It supposes that he tusgulaed bis own sincerity, and
would pretend that ho bad doubts of tho Messiah in
order to conOrm the faith of his disciples. Others
suppose .iohn held tho ineory of tho two Messiahs
with some of the Jewn, but It Is more reasunahlo to
hoppose tnat as arosult oi his long f onilneiaeut of
eighteen mouths his fault was shaken; that doubts
can.n upon Ills soul and that Uarkuvs over-
sbadoweu lus spun. There to no suoh thing Um in-
Hpu awuu granted to any man thai lift* him abovo

toe oommoo eoMttioB or humanity wracuiBf ..of judgment, temptation maa doubt*, ho I
m men wain tne enrta. whetaer u beor loht tbe Baptist or Jesus Christ 3&waacssw^sscwysi
omnipotence.be wondered why be Bhonld bd
suffered to remain so long la prison U Christ wad
ablo to rescue him.

IT WAS TUB OLD QUESTION,
a question older than John.bow oan the beneficenceand Justice of God permit Innocence to sutlei t u la
one of those questions that nave never been solved*
It seems strange mat God could permit John thu
Apostle to be banished to Fattnos, and yet th*
banishment of John gave to toe world the
Apocalypse. "What a trial of faith it was*
to see that good man John Banyan,
who. in hocrailc style, went from bouse
to house and irom man to man, preaching
Jeans? And yet John Bunyan to ills prison WToto
a book tnat has been published In more Ian*
gUHges than any other, except the Bloie. Christ
did not come up to John's expectation. John
..came neither eating nor drinking;" ne was an
austere man. Christ came eating ana drinking with
publicans and sinners.

JOHN DII> NOT UNDERSTAND IT.
It is only a repetition of the otd fact, that ^ntt
rarely realizes Uls expectation. The Messiah did
not come up to John's ideal, as he did not cent* up
to the Ideal Messiah of tho Jews. The fact is uqk
versal, Co to St. Peter's, one hundred few
higher than the dome of the Capitol eoa
more than eight hundred leet long, and jet
the first expression of tne visitor is. "Is
this St. Peter's!" As Byron says, "The mind
expands with the piace." The man who visit*
Niagara for the first time is disappointed. A ploua
English lady went to hear John Wesley for toe first
time. When the services were over she said, "Thai
can't be John wesiey. for 1 understood every word.1!
I venture tbe assertion that Jesus Christ doesnai
oomo up to oar expectation of tne Moaslahi thai
there is not a man or woman to-day that is not dls«
appointed in Jesus Christ iu some particular, this
fast is usually true touching regeneration. The
majority of those who have experienced a ohanm
of heart have been disappointed in the resnlto ef to
original power of tho Holy Ghost upon the hum^isonL Shall we, then, reject St Peter's or MtaraB
or John Wesley or Christ? Nol Like senaibl
people we musi remember that the Imagination4
not the supreme faculty oi the human soul, but to

CHRIST'S AN8WRS TO JOHN
was then considered. It contained a fact a cautlo
ana a eulogy, lie referred hlin to His works as IT
credentials, and men gave a caution, "liiessca
he who Is not offended ia Me." John mast bo w
signed; he must have confidence in Jesus Chris
Then comes the eulogy, not spoken in the hearli
of the deputation; lor Christ would convince awi
and not eulogise away the doubts ot John. He kne
that John was a man; He knew the power ot eulogyand that many a man will bo persuaded to embrfcl
a cause from praise and Oaltery. Hanoi
He pronounced it when they hod gone.
Having pronounced the eulogy the Saviour
rests pis claim to the Messlanshtp upon the
correspondence in history and prophecy. They
pointed to His lineage, His nationality, His family,
tne place and time of HU birth.they also announced
His oharaoter. We are bound to reaoh one of two
conclusions.that the prophets nave failed, or thai
Jesus was tho Messiah.
Dr. Newman traced the correspondence between

the prophecies and their lnltliment In Christ. We
must conclude either tha> tbe prophecies are mew
pretences, or that tney are so donolful and amblgur
ous that we cannnot nnders and them. In other,
words, God has given us a revelation whteh re.
quires another revelation to Interpret it. Jesus Chriel
Is all that humanity requires m doctrine. What
other doctrine can he added wltu alt your imperial
intellect and your varied scholarship, your manift>'
cent speculations, your Independence of religious
thoughts? Wtiat doctrine would you have that Jesui
Christ has not ? What power could be added to Hu|
power? What morality could be added to His eye-
tem of etbics? How pure aud noble a llie.bow
adapted to every phase and character of me human
race 1 He came iu the fullness ot tone, not thatthf
world was prepared to receive Him, bat in harmony
with tne great principle or development, i&q
worlu most needed film when He came. Christ is
all-sufficient, ana we look not for another. *)
The stores or Cnrtstianitr were inexhaustible, in

her treasures infinite wisdom and knowledge, aud
intellect may advance and culminate In angelu
strength. The human character may advance era
culminate in aaintilucee, and yet ChrtstianKx wHflead the advance, and her cry will be higher IM
higher, for her bauner is "Excelsior."

FAITH.3uD OMNIPOTENT.
Ltcinra by Dr. filinlwin mx tke New T«r|

AMitMbljr Kum '

v The He. P. Julius PoUgeltser, whom many of oul
readers will remember waa Che Professor ol Natural
Philosophy to ike Fordham Cuilege some twenty
years ago, delivered the third of a series or HMO*
logical lectures at the Now York Assembly Hooma
last erealog to a large and appreciative audloaom
The basis upon which the learned divine loundod
his lecture was Faith. Ho oommenoed by ugolug
the question of the absolute being of God and tbq
tmmortaUiy or the soul. By piaotng the sotdoe^
la different lights, asking himself adverse
questions and answering them down, the leotnser
succeeded In convincing bis andienoe that God la
aosointo, positive, omnipotent, and that man m 4
responsible being. On the subject of faith the lec¬
turer stated that many persons advanced the theoqf
that faith is opposed to reason; but too isanfed
divine conclusively proved that both can go so*
gather, and the arguments he used were oertauiiy
most convincing. According to his theory faith If
not in opposition to reason, because, when awed,
they conduct to the same result. Faith Is the roof
and perfection of science. If we did not poeaesq
faith we should bo utterly Ignorant^
For instance, in our early years we
believe what onr teachers tell us, and plaog
Implicit reliance in their Ideas. Being wi.hdnt
knowledge we accept theories based on belief, audit
remains with us to correct any erroneous impression!
wnen we gain perspicuity, as oar years IncceussL
If a person rejects faun he most necessarily deny
reason itself. We none or us know oar own pat
rents; but, placing faith la tradition, we are willing,'
because accustomed, to acoept those wno stand,
towards us fn loco paimlU. The lecturer argued
that if it was unreasonable to reject numan faith, It'
was mnoh more so to reject diviue faita. The ques¬
tion asserts itself as to wiietner God has really
spoken to men. Was It possible for ifun to dQ
so t By argument Dr. Pottgeiaser proved that
It not only was possible bat probaoie that onr great
Grantor did really condescend to hold converse with
the atoms to whom He had given lire auu the power
of speech. Proofs of the omnipoteuoy ot God are
abundant, but uiaur ot mem are aoove our reason.
If God so spoke to us that we anew of a certainty
that It was lie who gave utterance to soblllnq
thoughts, we should have no need 01 laltu; but our
Father has given us intellects, and it remains with
us to use luem. lanolo as we ail are to lapse Into
scepticism, we doubt and woaier; bat the resaU is
mat we dually acknowledge ibo omnipoteuoy
of the great originator ot our being; our sneers
are drowned by the loud voice or conscience.'
In every religion there are mysteries. First.4herf
are mysterious trains wiucu are above our compre¬
hension, and to say mere are none would be cqurva'
lent to placing ourselves on an cqnauty with God.
There are mysteries in nature, which Is limited and
created, and, ol course, in the uncreated there Musi
be mysteries to us, Hutu, light, lorce, ningtieUK.it,
electricity, sre all mysteries. These things we would
never know were it not ror the workings of
Almiglity myslerloa Our intellects are subject to
the authority of uod. He is our great Teacner, And
unless we placo fall reliance upon and nave im¬
plicit laith In Hint it is utterly impossible for
us to succeed iu unj or our undertakings. In con¬
clusion i no lecturer mated mat revelation is possi¬
ble. He asked the question wiietner God lias really
spoken to man, and conclusively proved to the
satisfaction of his audience that the Almighty con¬
descended to hold communion with mortals at a <re¬
mote period. That lact was couflnned by tradition,
borne may, many do, confute the reliability of re¬
ports iiauuud down to us by our aueeBtois on ine
subject ol meuiogy, yet nations coutlnne to
believe in 1110 theories ana lustorioai reefrdf
which have been transmitted by ancient writers.
Our most revered philosophers, both a&otent
and modern, derived their Ideas irom tradi¬
tion, and wita them that word tneaut simple
laltu. The reader ol ine Old lesiaruout cniinot nut
believe that uod held coinmurium with mortality,
lie spoke with our primal father, with Moses, me
patriarchs and propueu, and ibrougn our,. Lord
jesuB Christ proved His love for mankind. The
reverend lecturer sustained his argument admira¬
bly, and, judging by the applause Wiiiun his re¬
marks cached, he possesses numerous admirers. It
Is strango that not a single German paper in this
city nouoes Hie lectures ol Dr. Fotigelsser, the more
especially as he labors ma good cause.the benefit
or the sufferers by me Chicago conflagration. An
earnest, able expounder of truth, Dr. Pottgellser
merits much commendation.
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THE DEATH OF CATHARINE CAE ILL. ,

Not a Case of Abortion-
At the Morgue, yesterday morning, Deputy Coro¬

ner John Beach made a post-mortem examination
on the body of Catharine Cahlll, the young woman
whose ueath, it was thought, had resulteu irom the
effects of an abortion, but suoh, it appears, was not
the case. The post-mortem showed that de-
cettHOd bad died of puerperal convulsions, and
there was no evidence whatevor that an
abortion had been committed on her.
Alter admission to the hospital Catharine
became the mother of a in male child and was at¬
tended by a surgeon. Ibo man who called at the
bouse 32 Flke street to make inquiries respecting a
woman bearing the same uiune as deceased, and
who was detained on suspicion, was yesterday dis¬
charged by Coroner ilerrinan, who Dad the oase in
diarae. CffOrts nave been mado by the Bevonth
precinct police and coroner Herrman to learn the
residence and something concerning the past history
of the decease ), but without success. No friends
have appeared io Identify and claim tho remains for
Interment, and mucus they do so speedily the body
will be buried by me city authorities,


